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Southern Air Systems Ltd
Unit 29B Parham Drive,
Boyatt Wood Industrial Estate
Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 4NU


Southern Air Systems Ltd
Asbestos Awareness & 
Management Policy

INTRODUCTION
Southern Air Systems Ltd, understands the importance of the identification and safety procedures surrounding asbestos and by extension the requirements enforced by the control of asbestos regulations 2006.
This document has been created to help employees, customers, contactors, and subcontractors identify areas that may contain asbestos and ways in which exposure can be avoided. These procedures and policies should be followed strictly and with great attention as to prevent danger to health.
This policy is based on the following legislation and shall be amended in line with any changes.
· Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
· The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 2012
· The Asbestos Licensing (Amendment) Regulations 1998
· The Asbestos Prohibitions Regulations
· The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations1999 (as Amended)
· The Construction Design and Management Regulations 2007.
Key features of these regulations include 
· Taking reasonable steps to find asbestos containing materials in premises and checking their condition.

· Presuming materials contain asbestos unless there is strong evidence to suppose they do not.

· Keeping an up to date written record of the location and condition of the asbestos containing materials

· Assessing the risk of exposure to asbestos containing materials

· Preparing and implementing a plan to manage the risk.


WHAT IS ASBESTOS
Asbestos is a general name applied to a group of related, naturally occurring fibrous minerals, which have been commonly used in a range of building and equipment materials.
There are three main types of asbestos:
· Chrysotile – White
· Amosite - Brown
· Crocidolite - Blue
In addition, legal provision also covers the following:
· Fibrous actinolite
· Fibrous anthophylite
· Fibrous tremolite
And any mixture containing any of those minerals.
Asbestos containing products have been widely used in buildings as construction materials, fireproofing, thermal insulation, electrical insulation, sound insulation, decorative plasters, roofing products, flooring products, heat resistant materials, gaskets, friction products etc.

HEALTH EFFECTS OF ASBESTOS
All asbestos fibres: Blue, brown, and white are dangerous although the control limit for exposure to blue and brown fibres is lower than white. 
There is no safe form of asbestos although products where the fibres are tightly bonded (e.g. asbestos cement) are less likely to shed fibres than products where the fibres are more loosely bonded (e.g. asbestos insulating board). The main route of entry to the body for asbestos is by inhalation of fibres.
There is no safe exposure level known for asbestos and once asbestos related diseases occur there is no known cure.
There are three main types of serious health risks associated with exposure to asbestos fibres:
· Asbestosis – chronic obstructive lung disease
· Lung cancer – a fatal lung disease
· Mesothelioma – a fatal cancer of the outer lining of the lung specific to asbestos exposure.
Statistics indicate that despite legislative controls, deaths due directly to asbestos are at an all-time high of approximately 3000 deaths per year.


It is recognised that the largest group of workers at risk from asbestos exposure are building workers, particularly those involved in repair and maintenance, refurbishment, and demolition, including electricians, plumbers, joiners, and computer and telecommunication engineers – people who may encounter asbestos during their normal day to day work activities.

RESPONSIBILITIES
While Southern Air Systems Ltd does not typically fall into a high risk to exposure category, the threat to exposure is still possible, and therefore safe work practices have been implemented, including training, risk assessments as well as this policy. 
It is the responsibility of the Managing Director and the Health and Safety enforcement officers to ensure that Basic Awareness training is provided on a yearly basis and the details in this policy are up to date and audited on a regular basis. 
It is the employee’s responsibility to ensure that the details provided in the basic awareness training and the information dictated in this policy are clearly understood and followed with great attention. 
Failure to do so, may result in additional training being required - whereby repeat offenders may be subject to a formal assessment.

TRAINING
Basic awareness training is required by all members of staff to ensure that asbestos can be safely identified on a risk assessment or identified during normal day to day duties. 
The training should also help employees understand how to minimise exposure and the correct procedures to take, including the necessary RPE & PPE when working close to asbestos.
Certificates will be provided on completion of the training and records will be kept and audited as necessary.  

DISCOVERY OF ASBESTOS
If an employee at any point believes they have discovered or disturbed asbestos or any material that may include asbestos, they should immediately stop what they are doing, and leave the area. They should also leave any equipment they may have and ask anyone local to the vicinity to also leave until it can be correctly identified. 
This will need to be carried out, by a trained person(s) with the correct level of PPE and RPE.
If this has been discovered on a customers site, the Southern Air Systems employee should immediately inform the site contact and seek advice from their asbestos management policy.


ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN
While signs of asbestos have not be found at the Southern Air Systems Ltd premises located at the address highlighted in the header of this policy. The areas marked in red of the below floor plan refer to areas of possible concern and should be subject to inspection, should a contractor wish to do so.
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AREAS THAT MAY CONTAIN ASBESTOS
	LOCATION
	ID
	DESCRIPTION
	Type
	ACCESS
	RISK 1-10

	Outside
	1
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	2
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Inside
	3
	Insulation for Exterior wall
	Insulation Fibre
	High level
	4

	Outside
	4
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	5
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	6
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	7
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	8
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	9
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	10
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	11
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3

	Outside
	12
	Exterior wall
	Cladding
	High level
	3



NOTES
As there is no immediate access to these areas without the need of a ladder or other high access equipment, and the ventilation in these areas are good; the risk is deemed not great enough to warrant significant change or investigation. 
This will be reviewed 6 monthly, whereby the potential asbestos areas may necessitate thorough examination by an approved contractor.

ASSESSMENT SUMMARY
The below signature section should be signed by the managing director and health and safety enforcer, to certify that the information in the policy and risk assessment is accurate and up to date. 

Managing Director:

Signed:   ……………………………………………   Name:   ………………………………………    Date:  ………………….

Health and Safety Enforcer:

Signed:   ……………………………………………   Name:   ………………………………………    Date:  ………………….
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